
The DEN Week 2
News + Highlights

CEO IN THE CLASSROOM

On Wednesday June 30th
we had our first FutureU
enrichment class. These
enrichment classes are
sponsored by the Lakeville Area
Chamber of Commerce and are
designed to help get kids
thinking about their futures.

The theme of this first
session was CEO in the
classroom. After giving the
students a brief presentation
about career pathways, the
Chamber led the students
through the Bean Game. This
game helped teach the kids
about financial decision-making
and budgeting. Each student
was given a 20-bean income
that they had to decide how to
spend on things like housing,
………………………….……...

transportation, food, clothing,
entertainment, and other
expenses. Students quickly
learned that they could not
purchase everything they
wanted, so they had to make
tradeoffs in order to create a
more realistic budget.

After the Bean Game, the
Chamber discussed what
students could do now to help
prepare them for their futures.

…………..

The Chamber gave students
tips such as having a positive
attitude, meeting deadlines,
being aware of what they are
posting on social media, and
choosing school elective classes
that match their interests.

To end the session, the
students were given 30
seconds (or the length of an
elevator ride) to introduce
themselves to a recruiter at
their dream company. The
Chamber taught students how
to create their “Elevator Pitch”
so that they could impress any
future employer.

Overall, we were very
impressed with our first
FutureU activity, and we can’t
wait to see what they do next!

SWIMMING

The DEN kids sure love swimming!
Check out this photo one of our staff
members took during our most recent open
swim session. As you can see, the students
love splashing around with their friends and
floating on the pool noodles.
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CRAZY CATAPULTS
This summer, the DEN is working with

Science Explorers to provide high-quality
STEM enrichment opportunities for the
students. During week two, we used the “Crazy
Catapults” Science Explorer kits to go back to
Medieval Times and learn about levers, energy,
and motion.

Using mostly popsicle sticks, tape, rubber
bands, and paper cups, the students were able
to construct three different types of catapults
over the course of the week. The students
made 9-stick catapults, Teeter Totter Catapults
(pictured below on the right), and Triangle
Catapults.

After the kids finished making their
catapults, they made castles out of foam
blocks so that they could test their catapults on
them (see below). The students had a lot of fun
using their catapults to launch ping-pong balls
and knock down their castles. We even turned
it into a competition!

GRAND SLAM

The students were so excited to visit the
Burnsville Grand Slam for their Friday field
trip on July 2! While there, the kids were able
to play laser tag and mini golf, ride bumper
cars, jump on trampolines, go to the batting
cages, and play some arcade games (pictured
above). Laser tag was by far their favorite
activity according to staff that attended the
field trip. Students were also given hot dogs
or nachos for lunch as part of their adventure.

NEW SUPPLIES

On July 1st the DEN received a ton of new art supplies, gym equipment, and board games for
the kids to enjoy! The students have especially loved all the new gym equipment that made it
easier to play Capture the Flag and Wall Ball. At the DEN, we value student feedback and love
when the kids give us ideas for how we can make our brand new program better. Most of the
items we purchased were inspired by their ideas!
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS!
➢ Pan-O-Prog Field Trip:

○ Please have your child bring a bag lunch and/or money to buy food at
Pan-O-Prog this Friday. The DEN will not be providing lunch for the students.

○ Make sure your child is wearing comfortable shoes. We will be walking to the
carnival at 11:30 and returning to MMS by 2:30 PM.

○ We will provide students with some Carnival Tickets for Pan-O-Prog, but they are
allowed to bring extra spending money to purchase additional tickets or snacks
(optional).

○ In case of inclement weather, our back up plan is a movie on the large screen,
popcorn, movie candy and more!

➢ Greeter Reminders & Announcements:
○ Open Swim is on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:00- 4:00 PM. Make sure

your child brings a swimsuit and towel on those days!
○ We started a DEN lost and found! Our lost and found box will be located next to

the Greeter Desk.
➢ Scheduling Reminders:

○ The cut-off for changes to the following week’s schedule are due Wednesdays at
12:00 PM. You can make changes to your child’s schedule, authorized pick-ups,
and more by logging into your Eleyo account.

○ For additional questions about your current registration or billing, please contact
Lakeville’s extended school services at 952-232-2150 or email
extendedschoolservices@isd194.org. (Please Note: This is a different phone
number from last week’s newsletter. )

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 8- 16: Crazy Chemistry Enrichment
July 9: Pan O Prog Walking Field Trip
July 14: FutureU: Career Seminar & MCIS
July 16: Whirlyball Field Trip
July 19-22: Kids v. Wild with TecTacToe
July 21: FutureU: STEM & Culinary at LSHS
July 23: Dairy Delight & Lakeville Bowl

If you have any questions about any of the information in this newsletter, you can contact
the DEN at 952-232-3553 or talk to a Greeter at drop off/ pick up. Thanks for reading!

~ Greeter Jessie & the DEN staff ~

July 7, 2021

mailto:extendedschoolservices@isd194.org

